
Habitat Management for Priority Bird Species at  
Wright Park,  

Middlebury, Vermont. 
 

Project Description 
 

Wright Park is a 150 acre park located in the town of Middlebury, Vermont. It is owned 
by the town of Middlebury and managed by the Middlebury Area Land Trust (MALT). 
Its mixed habitat types include early successional shrubland habitat (ESSH), white pine 
stands, mature hardwood forest and riparian habitat. These habitats support a number of 
state and regional priority bird species. In particular are those associated with ESSH 
including Golden-winged Warbler, a species of regional priority due to its declining 
numbers across it’s range. Since this ESSH is temporal in nature, regular management 
must be undertaken to maintain this habitat type. The 2004 Wright Park Management 
Plan designated a portion of the park for this type of habitat management. 
 
“The shrublands of Units 5 and 9 offer an opportunity to manage for shrubland bird 
species. As a group these birds are in decline in Vermont and the Northeast, where there 
has been a general diminution of shrubland acreage over the last 75 years.”  
 
With management recommendations that include; 
 
“Management would be accomplished by restarting the successional clock on a segment 
of the shrubland every year, so that after 7-10 years all the shrubland would have been 
treated by brush-hogging or other mechanical removal of successional trees. The 
shrubland would become a rotational mosaic of early to mid-successional sites, each 
with its characteristic bird community. The larger the area committed to this 
management the more likely it will be to attract the full range of shrubland species.” 
 
To date some management activities, including regular brush hogging and some invasive 
plant species removal, has occurred but limited management of the larger area has 
allowed considerable regrowth of forest vegetation. In 2015 staff of Audubon Vermont, 
MALT and USFWS Partners Program as well as an intern from Middlebury College met 
at the park to discuss management needs. An outcome of that meeting was a map of the 
purposed area to be managed within Units 5 and 9 with associated management types 
(see map). This map was designed to address the management needs and prioritize 
management efforts. In addition Audubon Vermont met with a local forester to discuss 
management of the more forested portions of the project area that would require heavy 
mechanized management activities. 
 
The goal of this project is to manage for this ESSH type by both traditional management 
methods (i.e. manual clearing) as well as managing against invasives and promoting 
native shrub species. Partners include MALT, Audubon Vermont and Middlebury 
College. MALT is the entity tasked with managing the park while Audubon and 
Middlebury College have worked to provide technical assistance. This includes surveying 
the park for priority species (Audubon) and map development (Middlebury College). All 



three partners are working to develop a work plan and undertake management activities 
in identified ESSH that is important to these priority birds. Funding from private and 
public foundations is being sought to cover the technical assistance component of the 
work. Funding from the USFWS Partners Program will allow on the ground management 
activities to be successfully completed.  
 

Timeline 
 
Manual Work (brushhogging, manual clearing)  Spring/Fall 2016 
Light Mechanized (heavy brushhogging, grinding)  Fall 2016 
Heavy Mechanized (brontosaurus, timber harvest)  TBD 
 

Project Budget 
 
The budget is broken down into three components associated with the different 
management actions. 
 
Manual Work       $500 
 Currently this work is being done by MALT  

volunteers and students from the 
 local technical center.  
Brushogging is paid for by MALT. 

 
 
Light Mechanized      $3,000 
 Bullhog/Grinder ($150/hr x20hrs) 
 
Heavy Mechanized      TBD     
 At this time it has not been decided whether this 
 level of management will be undertaken due to 
 negative aesthetic aspects of this work. Cost of  
 this work may vary depending value of woodchips 

or timber removed. As such cost is not included 
at this time. 

 
Technical Assistance (Audubon Vermont)   $1,000 
 Project planning, management assistance. 
 If work is completed before July 2016 
 Current funding will cover Audubon time  

and travel. Audubon Vermont is currently seeking  
additional funds through a private foundation for 
 work after July 2016.  

 
  Total      $4500    


